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SENATE DEBATES BILL TO 
EXTEND PRICE CONTROLS 


Discussion Centers on the Amendments 
Offered by Thomas and Taft 

The bill to extend the Emergency 
Price Control Act and the Stabilization 
Act (S. J. Res. 30) was reported by the 
Senate Banking and Currency Commit- 
tee on Monday and debate began on 
Tuesday. The Senate approved the 
committee amendments to limit the 
period of extension to one year. There- 
after the debate related chiefly to the 
amendments proposed by Senators 
Thomas and Taft, both of which had 
been rejected by the committee. 


On the House side, the House Bank- 
ing and Currency Committee opened 
hearings on Monday with the appear- 
ance of Chester Bowles, Administrator 
of the Office of Price Administration, 
Meanwhile the House Appropriations 
Committee delayed reporting legislation 
providing funds for the OPA for the 
coming fiscal year until it is notified 
officially that the OPA will be con- 
tinued. 

The majority report of the Senate 
Banking and Currency Committee 
recommended a one-year extension of 
the Emergency Price Control Act and 
the Stabilization Act, without amend- 
ment, The report rejected proposed 
amendments relating to the meat situa- 
tion, pricing of cotton textiles, depletion 
allowances for coal, and notice of cer- 
tain agricultural prices, chiefly on the 
ground that the Office of Price Ad- 
ministration had adopted, or has the 
authority to adopt, policies and pro- 
grams that will meet the objectives of 
the proposed amendments. It also re- 
jected recommendations by the OPA for 
extension of price control to cover 
motion pieture admission charges 
barber and beauty shop services, and 
commercial rents. 


On the question of brand names the 
majority report stated: 


“The committee has been informed 
by consumer witnesses, including vol- 
unteer Office of Price Administration 
workers, that the multiplication of new 
brand names, particularly in the fleld of 
processed fruits and vegetables, is seri- 
ously embarrassing efforts to enforce re- 
tall-price ceilings and is also being used 
to facilitate upgrading. The Adminis- 
trator testified that the Office of Price 
Administration doubted its legal au- 
thority to take appropriate corrective 


action because of the prohibition in sec- 
tion 2 (j)(1) of the Emergency Price 
Control Act against the ‘elimination or 
any restriction of the use of trade and 
brand names.’ 

“In our opinion no amendment to the 
Act is necessary to justify the require- 
ment of registration of brand or trade 
names or the placing of appropriate 
limitations or conditions upon the crea- 
tion of new brands or trade names 
where no useful merchandising function 
is served thereby but where the seller's 
purpose appears rather to be the cir- 
cumvention of maximum price regu- 
lations or the embarrassment of their 
enforcement, Such administrative ne- 
tion should not impose any restrictions 
upon the use of established brand and 
trades names or upon new brands or 
names created for a proper purpose.” 

The majority report also discussed 
the proviso in the law appropriating 
funds for the OPA with respect to the 

(Concluded on page 8650) 


Hutson Succeeds Hill 


John B. Hutson, Deputy Director for 
Agriculture in the Office of War Mobili- 
zation, has been appointed Under Sec- 
retary of Agriculture to succeed Grover 
B. Hill, who has submitted his resigna- 
tion to President Truman, With the 
consolidation of the War Food Admin- 
istration with the Department of Agri- 
culture, it is expected that Mr. Hutson 
will head up the production and war 
food procurement programs in the De- 
partment. 

Paul M. Herzog has been named 
chairman of the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board to succeed Harry A. Millis. 

W. Stuart Symington, President of 
the Emerson Electric Company of St. 
Louis, has been named chairman of the 
Surplus Property Board to succeed for- 
mer Senator Guy M. Gillette, who has 
resigned. 


$25,000 Available for Research 


Twenty-five thousand dollars per year 
have been appropriated by the State 
of Wisconsin for research on canning 
crops at the University of Wisconsin. 
The appropriation will become avail- 
able on July 1. 

The Wisconsin Canners Association 
urged the past session of the Wiscon- 
sin Legislature to appropriate the 
funds to undertake additional research 
on as many canning crops as possible. 


PROCEDURE SET UP FOR 
SALE OF SURPLUS TRUCKS 


AAA to Aid Farmers Who Want to Buy 
Equipment When Released 

Areas where trucks are urgently 
needed to prevent impairment of farm 
production will be allocated reasonable 
quantities of available surplus trucks 
under a sales procedure announced 
June 5 by the Office of Surplus Prop- 
erty, Department of Commerce, and 
the War Food Administration. 


Developed jointly by the agencies, 
the program provides for sales of allo- 
cated trucks to dealers who agree to 
resell the trucks to farmers and farm- 
ers’ cooperative associations within the 
designated area who hold AAA cer- 
tificates. 


The method whereby the special agri- 
cultural priorities authorized under 
Surplus Property Board Regulation 3 
will be applied to surplus trucks is as 
follows: 


1. The Office of Surplus Property will 
keep liaison representatives of the Ag- 
ricultural Adjustment Agency, WFA. 
informed at all times as to the avail- 
2 or surplus trucks, by types and 
sizes, 


2. The War Food Administrator will 
be informed (through reports from 
AAA) as to specific area needs for 
trucks to prevent impairment or threat- 
ened impairment of farm production 
and will certify such needs to the Sur- 
plus Property Board, 

8. The board will direct the Office of 
Surplus Property to allocate a speci- 
fled number of surplus trucks of the re- 
quired types and sizes to the desig- 
nated areas. 

4. Sales of trucks under Regulation 3 
will be advertised to dealers by the 
Office of Surplus Property in the usual 
manner. In addition, information may 
be obtained on these sales through AAA 
County Committees. 

5. The Office of Surplus Property 
will sell the allocated trucks in accord- 
ance with the usual “spot sale” pro- 
cedures, and any conditions under 
which the trucks will be sold will be 
specified in the advertising. 

6. When so instructed by the State 
AAA Committee the County AAA Com- 
mittees in the designated areas will 
issue certificates to farmers and farm- 
ers’. cooperatives for the purchase of 
the allocated trucks from dealers. 


In addition, the regional offices of 
the Office of Surplus Property have 
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been instructed to take all possible 
steps to cause appropriate quantities 
of other types of surplus property to be 
sold or channeled into rural areas. 
Measures are provided whereby reason- 
able quantities of surplus property par- 
ticularly adapted to farm use can be 
channeled directly into rural areas. 
The procedures call for close coopera- 
tion between the regional offices of the 
Office of Surplus Property and the lial- 
son representatives of the Agricultural 
Adjustment Agency, WFA. 


OPA EXTENSION 
(Concluded from page 8649) 


use of specifications and standards and 
expressed the view that this proviso 
should not be reenacted. The report 
said: 


“Consumer witnesses and the Price 
Administrator alike have objected to 
the handicap which they feel has been 
placed on the effective administration 
of maximum prices for canned fruits 
and vegetables by a proviso added to 
the Second Deficiency Appropriations 
Act, 1944. This proviso reads as 
follows: 

“*Provided further, That none of the 
funds appropriated in this Act shall be 
used to pay the salary or expenses of 
any person fixing maximum prices for 
different kinds, classes or types of proc- 
essed fruits and vegetables which are 
described in terms of specifications or 
standards, unless such specification or 
standards were prior to such order, in 
general use.’ 

„It has been construed by the Comp- 
troller General to preclude the use of 
established United States Standards in 
establishing maximum prices for proc- 
essed fruits and vegetables. The effect 
of the proviso is to facilitate hidden 
price increases which result from up- 
grading and from the use of fly-by-night” 
brands, Without the proviso, the fixing 
of maximum prices for processed fruits 
and vegetables would still be subject to 
the rules provided by section 2 (J) gov- 
erning the general use of standards 
and specifications in fixing maximum 
prices. The committee believes that 
the provisions of section 2 (j) are ade- 
quate and are as suitable for applica- 
tion to canned fruits and vegetables as 
they are for application to other com- 
modities, 

“It appears that the question of the 
repeal of the proviso at this time is not 
of great practical importance, since it 
will expire on June 30, 1945, before 
much of the 1945 pack of fruits and 
vegetables has been priced. However, 
the committee is of the opinion that the 
proviso should not be reenacted.” 

The minority report was sharply 
critical of the OPA price-freezing poli- 
cies and its effects on small business, its 
delay in taking action necessary to 
meet changing conditions, and its pro- 
posed post-war conversion policy. It 


agreed with recommendations in the 
majority report relating to pricing of 
cotten textiles, depletion allowances for 
coal, and notice of certain agricul- 
tural prices and programs. 

The minority approved the amend- 
ment proposed by Senator Thomas, 
which spelled out the policy for fixing 
prices on meat and agricultural com- 
modities, and an amendment proposed 
by Senator Taft which would provide 
that after October 1, 1945, no maximum 
price shall be established or maintained, 
over protest, for any commodity or for 
any major item of any such commodity 
which does not return to the processor 
and manufacturer not less than the 
same dollar margin over cost, if any, 
which they received for such commod- 
ity in the year 1941. 


As to the Taft amendment the mi- 
nority report stated that it is approxi- 
mately the same as the announced pro- 
posal of the OPA but “the proposals of 
the Office of Price Adminishration 
carry with them no assurance that they 
will be put into effect expeditiously and 
efficiently,’ while the enactment of the 
amendment “would give the assurance 
and protection of law to our reconver- 
sion policies.” 


Committee Urges that Food 
Authority Be Taken from OES 


Representative Thomas A. Jenkins of 
Ohio, Chairman of the Republican Con- 
gressional Food Study Committee, is- 
sued a statement on June 6, urging that 
all authority over food be removed from 
the Office of Economic Stabilization and 
placed under the Department of Agri- 
culture, Text of Representative Jen- 
kins’ statement follows: 


If the President really means to put 
the food activities of the nation under 
one agency and then hold that agency 
responsible he must not only take au- 
thority over food from the Office of 
Keonomiec Stabilization but must also 
transfer over to the Department of Ag- 
riculture the authority now exercised 
over food by the OPA under Chester 
Bowles, 

One of the principal bottlenecks in 
the food administration at this time is 
the Office of Economic Stabilization. 
This is strongly evidenced by the fact 
that disputes which arose many months 
ago between the War Food Administra- 
tion and the OPA have not been decided 
and are still pending in the Office of 
Keonomic Stabilization, 

Many of these disputes relate to 
canned fruits and vegetables. While 
the general canning season for 1945 is 
now well under way, the 1945 price 
policy under which canners must oper- 
ate has not yet been fully established. 

It is well known that the Republi- 
can Congressional Food Study Commit- 


tee has maintained for the past two 
years that the best way to settle prob- 
lems of food price and food distribution 
is to encourage sufficient production to 
meet all demands. The new Secretary 
of Agriculture should be charged with 
this responsibility and should be given 
the necessary authority. 


Vinson Submits Figures on 
Subsidy Costs and Benefits 


The House Appropriations Commit- 
tee late last week, reported out the 
appropriations bill for the War Agen- 
cles and at the same time made pub- 
lic testimony presented by War Mobili- 
zation and Reconversion Director Fred 
M. Vinson, who defended the present 
subsidy program in the hearings on 
the bill. 

In a report submitted at the com- 
mittee’s request, Director Vinson esti- 
mated that $1,442,000,000 spent on agri- 
cultural subsidies is saving the Ameri- 
can public approximately $1,950,000,000. 
A saving of more than 100 million dol- 
lars a year is being made on meat alone 
while 120 million dollars is being cut 
off the retail cost of fluid milk. Other 
large savings are occurring in sugar, 
soybeans and flour, according to his 
report. 

The annual cost of subsidies on 
canned grapefruit juice was $5,500,000, 
while the gross saving was estimated 
at $7,000,000; on canned and frozen 
vegetables the cost was $25,000,000, 
while the annual gross saving was 832, 
200,000; on dried edible beans the cost 
was $3,500,000 and the saving $5,- 
000,000; on sugar the cost of the vari- 
ous programs was $103,600,000 and the 
saving was estimated at $192,800,000, 


U. S. Grades for Grape Juice 


Tentative United States standards 
for grades of canned or bottled grape 
juice have been issued by the War 
Food Administration. The new grades 
become effective June 15. Copies may 
be obtained from the Fruit and Vege- 
table Branch, Office of Marketing Serv- 
ices, War Food Administration, Wash- 
ington 25, D. O. 


Can Enamels Denied for Wines 


The War Production Board, through 
an amendment to Order P-149, effective 
June 5, denied the use of can enamels 
for malt beverages, non-alcoholic bev- 
erages, wines, and distilled spirits, Pre- 
viously, these products were considered 
“food” and were assigned an AA-2 pref- 
erence rating for materials used in the 
production of can enamels. 
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Some Tomato Juice and Paste 
Ceiling Prices Raised by OPA 


y Revised Supplementary Order 111 
to Supplement 7 to Food Products 
Regulation 1, effective June 11, the 
Office of Price Administration has au- 
thorized certain canners in 14 States 
to charge slightly higher ceiling prices 
for tomato juice packed in No. 2 and 
46 oz. size cans. The order also estab- 
lished new ceilings for a small number 
of California tomato paste packers. 
The new regulation affects only those 
canners who used the elective pricing 
method or obtained individual authori- 
zation from OPA in determining ceil- 
ing prices for tomato juice and tomato 
paste, 


An increase for tomato juice of 3¢ 
per dozen for No, 2 cans and 4¢ per 
dozen for 46 oz. cans is permitted under 
the new regulation, bringing the case 
price per dozen to 97¢ and $1.98, re- 
spectively. 

Tomato juice packers covered by the 
order operate in the following States: 
Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, Illinois, Mich- 
igan, Wisconsin, Kansas, Minnesota, 
Nebraska, Iowa, Tennessee, North Da- 
kota, South Dakota and Missouri. 


The order makes the following 
changes in maximum prices for a small 
number of California tomato paste 
canners 


(1) Paragraph 1 (a) of each order 
naming a maximum price for sales to 
all buyers except government procure- 
ment agencies for 6-ounce cans, T-ounce 
cans or No. 10 cans of Fancy Tomato 
Paste, of 26 per cent solids, is amended 
by changing the maximum price named 
therein for 6-ounce cans to $0.68 per 
dozen, for T-ounce cans to $0.82 per 
— and for No. 10 cans to 89.73 per 

(iil) Paragraph 1 (b) of each order 
naming a maximum price for sales to 
government procurement agencies for 
cans, T-ounce cans, or No. 10 
cans of Fancy Tomato Paste, of 26 per 
cent solids, is amended by changing the 
maximum price named therein for 6- 
ounce cans to $0.71 per dozen, for T- 
ounce cans to $0.85 per dozen, and for 
No, 10 cans to $10.52 per dozen. 


OPA Ceiling Prices for Berries 


‘The grower price for berries for proc- 
essing listed in the InForMATION LeTreR 
for June 2 are the same as the grower 
maximum prices for certain counties in 
Washington and Oregon as established 
by the Office of Price Administration 
through the issuance of Amendment 7 
to Maximum Price Regulation 425, The 
tmendment covers the following coun- 
ties in the two States: 


Whatcom, Skagit, Snohomish, King, 
Pierce, Lewis, Skamania, and all coun- 


ties west thereof in the State of Wash- 
ington, and the counties of Hood River, 
Clackamas, Marion, Linn, Lane and all 
counties west thereof in the State of 
Oregon. 

All berries listed in the Lerrer are 
covered by the regulation. 


Notice to Salmon Canners 


The Commodity Credit Corporation 
‘has been advised by the Office of the 
Quartermaster General, Army Service 
Forces, that the tops and bottoms of all 
sleeves for salmon cases used on de- 
liveries to the Army are to be marked 
with the word “saLmon” in letters not 
less than 1% nor more than 3 inches 
in height, in black or green, running 
lengthwise along the center of the 
sleeve. 

All V2 sleeves used on salmon cases 
shall be marked with the word 
“saLMon” in accordance with the above. 


Crab Apples Not Rationed 


Rationing controls have been removed 
from all container sizes of canned and 
bottled crab apples and from all vege- 
table purees in No. 10 and larger con- 
tainers, the Office of Price Administra- 
tion has announced. This provision 
became effective June 2 by Amendment 
80 to Revised Ration Order 13. 


WEA to Buy Canned Fish Flakes 


The War Food Administration an- 
nounced June 4 that it will now receive 
offers for the sale of such canned fish 
flakes as are required to be set aside 
pursant to War Food Order 44. (Amend- 
ment 9 to War Food Order 44 requires 
all canners of fish flakes produced from 
cod, haddock, hake, pollock, or cusk, to 
reserve their entire pack beginning May 
20, 1045, for delivery to government 
agencies, ) 

Inasmuch as the Navy Department 
requires by far the largest portion of 
the pack of canned fish flakes, arrange- 
ments have been made between War 
Food Administration and the Navy De- 
partment that all fish flakes made from 
cod and/or haddock be offered directly 
by the canner to the Navy Department. 
Fish flakes produced from hake, pol- 
Jock, or cusk are to be offered by can- 
ners to Commodity Credit Corporation, 
WFA. Offers must be submitted on 
Offer Form PBO-513, in an original and 
three signed copies and must be mailed 
to Contract Development Section, Pro- 
curement and Price Support Branch, 
Commodity Credit Corporation, War 
Food Administartion, Washington 25, 
D. C., at any time prior to October 1, 
1 


Standard Process Required for 
Canned Smoked Fish Products 


An announcement from the North- 
west Branch of the National Canners 
Association calls to attention that re- 
cently there has been a considerable 
increase in the amount of smoked fish- 
ery products canned, such as smoked 
or kippered salmon, smoked shad, 
smoked herring, ete. Many of these 
products are very attractive and find 
a ready market, but in certain cases 
the firms putting them up have found 
themselves in difficulty from spoilage. 

Unfortunately, some canners of these 
specialty products have the erroneous 
impression that the smoking which the 
products have undergone contributes 
to their sterilization to a certain extent 
and so, when canned, they do not re- 
quire as heavy a process as the corre- 
sponding raw fish. 

There is no reason to believe that 
ordinary smoking or kippering pro- 
cedures in any way reduces the process 
which should be given to such prod- 
ucts when canned, Because of the par- 
tial drying of the fish and the greater 
amount of air space when packed in 
the can, and for other reasons, it is 
probable that somewhat more than the 
ordinary amount of processing is re- 
quired to sterilize. In fact, recent heat 
penetration studies on canned smoked 
shad showed this to be true. There- 
fore, canners are advised that the proc- 
essing times and temperatures used 
for such products should not be reduced 
below the ordinary sterilizing proce- 
dures used in canning the raw fish in 
the same size can. 


Sanitation Circular Distributed 


As an aid to canners wishing to keep 
abreast of current developments in 
plant sanitation, the N. C. A. Western 
Branch Laboratories have prepared a 
publication entitled Sanitation Circular 
No. 1—Plant Sanitation, and copies 
have been mailed to members of the 
Association. 


The circular includes excerpts from 
recent publications indicating the poli- 
cles of food law enforcement officials 
toward this subject, means of main- 
taining sanitary conditions, and an out- 
line for a sanitary survey of a canning 
plant, indicating both the desirable and 
undesirable features that may be dis- 
closed by such a survey. 


Ceilings for Hawaii Revised 


The Office of Price Administration 
has amended Revised Maximum Price 
Regulation 378, effective June 11, to 
bring up to date its master price regu- 
lation for the territory of Hawaii, 
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1944 Pack of Canned Spinach and Other Greens 


The pack of canned spinach in 1944 
amounted to 8,072,479 actual cases as 
compared with 5,759,082 cases in 1943 
and 7,608,540 the year previous, accord- 
ing to figures compiled by the Associa- 
tion’s Division of Statistics. 

In addition to canned spinach, the 
pack of turnip, mustard, and other 
greens in 1944 totaled 1,233,777 actual 


cases of which 752,637 were 24/2's; 
220,776 were 24/244's; and 260,364 were 
6/10's, The pack of other green's was 
834,327 actual cases in 1943. 

The following table shows the spin- 
ach pack by States and can sizes, and is 
a summary of reports from all canners 
known to have packed spinach during 
the 1044 packing season: 


Mise. 
6/10 in and glass Total 


24/2 24/2 
Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 
500 38.047 74,889 7,205 158 , 337 
Maryland and Delaware 119,871 40.070 130 , 393 2,688 209.022 
Missouri and Arkansas 1,750, 180 542,406 1.112, 10 3.413.820 
Texas and Oklahoma 729.607 204.523 . 1,177,074 
228,508 1,235,001 1,161,022 ...... 2,625,311 
3,136,358 2,156,061 2,760,267 9,803 8,072,479 


Canned Poultry Statistics 


The quantity of poultry canned dur- 
ing April totaled 18,392,000 pounds 
dressed weight compared with 10, 
564,000 pounds during April last year, 
the Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
has reported. This was only slightly 
less poultry than was canned during 
March, 1945, which was the largest 
quantity canned during any one month 
of record, The quantity canned during 
the first four months of this year was 
36 per cent larger than the quantity 
canned during the same months in 
1944. The following table shows the 
quantity of poultry canned during the 
first four months of this year as com- 
pared with 1943 and 1044: 


1943 1044 1945 

Pounds Pounds Pounds 
January . 10,413,000 13,191,000 15,343,000 
February... 9,425,000 13,686,000 16,300,000 
March..... 10,051,000 13,261,000 18,746,000 
April 7,720,000 10,564,000 18,392,000 
.. . . 6,553,000 10,056,000 .......... 
„* 5 3,321,000 11,204,000 .......... 
2,003,000 7,839,000 .......... 
August. 3,320,000 6,701,000 .......... 
September. 5,206,000 6,476,000 .......... 
October.... 7,002,000 10,432,000 .......... 
November,.. 11,400,000 15,449,000 .......... 
December. 11,660,000 12,852,000 .......... 


Instrument for Testing Corn 


Several canners have expressed an 
interest in the experimental juice ex- 
traction apparatus (“Succulometer”) 
that is being tested by the N. C. A. Wash- 
ington Laboratory for the Labeling 
Committee. The instrument measures 
the volume of juice that can be squeezed 
out of raw corn or canned whole kernel 
corn under controlled conditions, and 
the studies are being continued to show 
whether this will prove to be a reliable 
indication of canning quality with re- 
spect to maturity. Although the results 


that have been obtained are encourag- 
ing, there are several factors that re- 
quire further study. 

Any member who is particularly in- 
terested in this subject is invited to 
write to H. R. Smith of the Washington 
Laboratory staff who is carrying on 
the investigation. 


WPB Revokes Order L-193 


Revocation of General Limitation 
Order L-198, covering the distribution 
of and restricting the materials used 
in production of conveying machinery 
and equipment for transmission of me- 
chanical power, was announced on 
Wednesday by the War Production 
Board, The manufacture and delivery 
of such machinery and equipment, how- 
ever, remains subject to all other ap- 
plicable WPB orders and regulations. 


Frozen Food Packers Officers 


Ralph O. Dulany, a past president 
of the National Canners Association 
and a prominent Maryland canner and 
frozen food packer, has been reelected 
president of the National Association 
of Frozen Food Packers. Other of- 
ficers elected include: First vice presi- 
dent, E. E. Huddleson, Oakfield, Calif. ; 
second vice president, C, Courtney Sea- 
brook, Bridgeton, N. J.; secretary- 
treasurer, Lawrence 8. Martin, — 
ington, D. C. (reelected) ; and assistan 
secretary-treasurer, Keith 0. Burr, 
Washington, D. C. 


WFA Reduces Beef Set- aside 


The quantity of beef being set-aside 
for government purchase has been re- 
duced by the War Food Administra- 
tion under Amendment 24 to WFO 75.2, 


effective June 3. The reductions, which 
will make slightly more beef available 
to civilians and help to ease the pres- 
ent shortage in eivilian channels, are 
as follow: 

Army-style beef, from the current 
55 per cent to an average of 50 per cent 
of the total quantity produced by feder- 
ally inspected slaughterers ; canner and 
cutter and utility grade beef, from 80 
per cent to an average of 75 per cent; 
and of the beef set aside in Kosher 
plants located in designated areas and 
States of the Northeast, from the cur- 
rent 45 per cent to an average of 40 per 
cent. 


Controls on Food Shipments 
to Puerto Rico to Be Eased 


The shipping controls now exercised 
by the Department of the Interior at 
the request of the War Shipping Admin- 
istration over civilian cargo shipped to 
Puerto Rico aud the Virgin Islands 
will be relaxed July 1. Under present 
procedure, monthly assignments of ves- 
sels for Puerto Rican and Virgin Is- 
lands service are made by WSA to the 
Department of the Interior, which cer- 
tilles all commercial and WFA cargo 
loaded on such vessels to the respective 
steamship companies. 

After July 1, shippers will book their 
cargo for Puerto Rico and the Virgin 
Islands direct with the various steam- 
ship companies. WSA will arrange to 
give priority for steamship space to 
governmentally procured foodstuffs 
shipped by the War Food Administra- 
tion. Commercial shipments of the 
basic foods that are still being pro- 
cured by WF until the supply situa- 
tion eases will not be forwarded. 
Among these items are: Canned evapo 
rated milk; dried beans; garbanzos; 
salt or smoked codfish; pollack, hake, 
haddock or crisk; salt, smoked or 
pickled herring; mackerel; canned pil- 
chards, Notice will be given from time 
to time as commodities are returned to 
private procurement, 


New Association Members 


The foliowing firms have been ad- 
mitted into membership in the Associa- 
tion since April 7, 1045: 

Morgan City Packing Co., Houma, La. 
Riviera Packing Co., Eastport, Me. 
Hobart Z. Wheatley, Federalsburg, Md. 


1944 Canned Pimiento Pack 


The 1944 canned pimiento pack to 
taled 450,101 actual cases, according to 
the Association's Division of Statistics. 
The pimiento pack in Georgia was 340, 
050 actual cases and 103,151 cases were 
packed in other States. 


sho 
sult 
act 
for 
met 
Thi 
to} 
Sta 
Sta 
cho 
mal 
A 
era 
for 
tulln 
by 
the 
free 
for 
Pub 
7 
eral 
dey 
thei 
well 
tion 
that 
to b 
of 


BI 
be! 
du 
Se 
fer 
W. 
sid 
abl 
dol 
ex] 
a. the 
enc 
— ' f. ³• ͥ4—-AH‘.̃ —uĩ4añĩx⁊ —ßL—Q ⁵ firs 
em 
thi 
$3, 
ser 
I 
cov 
ten 
dis 
ices 
: ——— ———ũM Unt 
: pits 
— 
son 
sun 
Pul 
1 
ad Toll., 80,763,000 131,801,000 .......... 


sco vs 


June 9, 1945 


BILL PROPOSES TO EXTEND 
SOCIAL SECURITY COVERAGE 


Drastic broadening of Social Security 
benefits is proposed by Senator Wag- 
ner and Senator Murray in a bill intro- 
duced on May 24 (8. 1050). This bill 
carries on the effort to expand Social 
Security provisions which were de- 
feated last summer at the time the 
War Reconversion bill was under con- 
sideration. 


The most significant proposals are to 
make Social Security benefits avail- 
able to farmers, farm workers, and 
domestic employees and to self-em- 
ployed persons. To finance in part the 
expanded program, the bill proposes 
that employers and employees would 
each pay a tax of 4 per cent on the 
first $3,600 of the annual wages. Self- 
employed persons would pay, under 
this bill, a tax of 5 per cent on the first 
$3,600 of the market value of their 
services, 

In addition to dealing with increased 
coverage, there are proposed extended 
temporary unemployment insurance, 
disability benefits, personal health serv- 
ices to insured persons and a plan for 
financing States in construction of hos- 
pitals and the conduct of public health 
services, 

Although the bill is very detailed, 
some of the main points can be briefly 
summarized. 


Public Assistance Program 

‘This is designed primarily to ease the 
shock of the expected unemployment re- 
sulting from conversion to peace-time 
activities, It is a compromise of the 
former proposal that State unemploy- 
ment insurance provisions be federal- 
ized under uniform federal standards. 
This proposal would make available 
to States money supplied by the United 
States Government for operation of the 
State unemployment program. The 
choice would be left to the State to 
make an application for this assistance. 
Assistance, however, would only be 
granted to the State if it submits a plan 
for public assistance which meets cer- 
tain statutory standards to be provided 
by the bill. In submitting this plan 
the State would theoretically be left 
free to determine its own standards 
for payment of unemployment benefits. 


Public Health Services 


This program is designed to give fed- 
eral financial assistance to States in 
developing hospitals and expanding 
their public health services for child 
welfare, crippled children and eradica- 
tion of disease. The bill contemplates 
that each State would submit a plan 
to be approved by the Surgeon General 
of the United States for construction 


of the facilities and administration of 
the services. On approval of the plan, 
the Government would be permitted to 
give up to 50 per cent of the cost of the 
service and the State would supply 
the remainder of the necessary funds. 
Again, the choice would be with the 
State to request such federal assistance, 
but the bill contemplates that if the 
request is made the program would be 
administered on a relatively uniform 
basis by the States. 


Unemployment; Old Age Benefits 

The provisions of the bill for these 
Social Security benefits follow the pres- 
ent structure of the Social Security 
Act. The main differences which have 
been previously pointed out are those of 
expansion of coverage. This part of 
the program, together with the medical 
services made available to insured per- 
sons, would be paid out of a trust fund 
maintained from the Social Security 
taxes and Congressional appropriations. 

The bill, of course, involves many 
technical detailed changes which will 
presumably be thoroughly examined by 
the Congress. The entire Social Secur- 
ity program is now under investiga- 
tion by the Senate in accordance with 
a special resolution, and it may be ex- 
pected that no action will be taken on 
proposals to expand the present Social 
Security program for some months, 


Home Canners Get More Tops 


By amendment to Direction 3 to Sup- 
plementary Order L-108-b, effective 
June 5, the War Production Board has 
given manufacturers of home canning 
closures permission to use, during the 
six-month canning season this year, 70 
per cent of the weight of zine which 
they used for similar purposes in the 
base period, or 35 per cent per quarter. 
The action was taken to permit an in- 
crease in the quota of zine for manufac- 
turing screw tops for home canning. 


L-103-b to Be Kept in Effect 


Difficulties in manning their plants, 
despite reports of available labor in 
some areas, were reported by members 
of the Glass Containers Industry Ad- 
visory Committee at a recent meeting 
with War Production Board officials. 
For this reason and because the de- 
mand for glass containers is greater 
than the industry enn meet under pres- 
ent conditions, members recommended 
that Orders L-108 and L-103-b, limiting 
designs and specifications of glass con- 
tainers and limiting products that may 
be commercially packed in new ma- 
chine-made glass containers, remain in 
effect, WPB said. 


While the steel situation is still 
tight, WPB advised the committee, 
there should be sufficient steel for mak- 
ing glass container closures in the 
third quarter, particularly if secondary 
steel is used to advantage, and that the 
supply of aluminum and plastics will 
be better in the third quarter than in 
the second. 


WFA Extends Purchase Dates 
in Dry Bean Support Program 
Terminal dates in the Government's 

price-support purchase program on 

1944-crop dry edible beans have been 
extended by the War Food Adminis- 
tration to provide support until the be- 
ginning of the new crop year and to 
protect those dealers and producers 
who customarily withhold portions of 
their stocks as potential seed supplies 
in case of damage to the new crop. 
Under the amended program, con- 

tracting dealers must take delivery of 
all thresher-run beans purchased from 
producers by the Commodity Credit 
Corporation and offered to the dealers 
by CCC prior to July 15. The original 
agreement provided that CCC purchase 
and offer the beans prior to May 15. 
The purpose of the agreement is to 
provide a temporary market for beans 
which producers are unable to sell 
through normal trade channels because 
of the trade’s temporary inability to 
handle them. 


The amended purchase program also 
extends the time from June 30 to 
August 31, during which CCC will pur- 
chase all cligible beans offered to it 
by dealers, The June 30 closing date 
was established under the original pro- 
gram because appropriations to con- 
tinue purchases beyond that date had 
not yet been made available, 


World Hog Numbers Drop 13% 


World hog numbers at the beginning 
of 1945 are placed at 255 million head, 
compared with 280 million at the begin- 
ning of 1044, according to preliminary 
estimates by the U. 8. Department of 
Agriculture’s Office of Foreign Agri- 
cultural Relations, This represents a 
decline of 13 per cent from the record 
level of 1940 and of 10 per cent from 
the average for the S-year period 
1936-40. The decline from the early 
1944 level is attributed mainly to re- 
duced hog numbers in the United 
States and Canada during 1944. There 
was a slight reduction during 1044 in 
hog numbers in Continental Burope, 
excluding Russia, but the reduction 
there was offset to a large extent by 
increases elsewhere. 
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CONGRESS SPEEDS ACTION ON A NUMBER OF BILLS 


Congress speeded up action on pend- 
ing legislation during the week, making 
progress on the bills to extend the 
Emergency Price Control Act, Recipro- 
cal Trade Agreements Act, and Rene- 
gotiation Act. Other legislation re- 
ceiving attention included the appropri- 
ations for war agencies, the Interior 
Department, and subsidies. 

Senate action on extension of the 
Emergency Price Control Act is ro- 
ported elsewhere in the Lerrer. 

Hearings before the Senate Finance 
Committee on the extension of the 
Trade Agreements Act were begun on 
Monday, and Representative Clinton 
Anderson, whose nomination as Secre- 
tary of Agriculture was confirmed late 
last week and who will take office on 
July 1, appeared before the committee 
to state his views. The committee re- 
ported out the bill (II. R. 8240) on Fri- 
day, with an amendment limiting the 
President's power to increase or de- 
crease duties to the amount set in the 
original act, that is, 50 per cent of the 
rates prescribed in the Tariff Act of 
1930. As passed by the House the bill 
would have permitted increases or de- 
creases of 50 per cent in the rates in 
effect on January 1, 1045. 

The bill CH. R. 3305) to extend the 

Renegotiation Act for six months, that 
is, until December 31, 1045, was intro- 
duced on Monday and is expected to 
be reported out by the House Ways and 
Means Committee so that the House 
may begin consideration of the measure 
during the week of June 11. 
“The Senate approved the Interior 
Appropriation bill (II. R. 3024) on 
Wednesday in amended form and it 
will go to conference. This bill is of 
interest to fish canners because it would 
provide the Fish and Wildlife Service 
with funds for work to improve the 
Maine sardine pack, to purchase and 
maintain three mobile laboratories for 
the benefit of the fisheries industries, 
and to establish two additional Fishery 
Market News offices, probably at Nor- 
folk and Los Angeles. 

The House Appropriations Committee 
reported out the National War Agen- 
cles Appropriation bill (II. R. 33868), 
providing funds for 16 war-time offices, 
boards and agencies, and the House bo- 
gan debate on Thursday. Funds for 
the Office of Price Administration were 
not included because Congress had not 
yet passed legislation to extend the life 
of the Emergency Price Control Act. 

The Bretton Woods Agreement legis- 
lation (II. R. 3314), which provides for 
American participation in the Interna- 
tonal Monetary Fund and the Inter- 
national Bank of Reconstruction and 
Development, passed the House on 
Thursday. 


Legislation (8. 502) providing for 
continuation of subsidy payments by 
the RFC was sent to conference by the 
Ilouse on Monday and the following 
House conferees were appointed: Rep- 
resentatives Spence, Brown of Georgia, 
Patman, Wolcott, and Crawford, 

Five wartime corporations would be 
dissolved and their functions, powers 
and duties transferred to the Recon- 
struction Finance Corporation under a 
bill (S. J. Res. 65) passed by the Senate 
on Wednesday. These corporations in- 
cluded the Defense Plant Corporation, 
Metals Reserve Company, Rubber Re- 
serve Company, Defense Supplies Cor- 
poration, and the Disaster Loan Corpo- 
ration, 

The House passed late last week the 
bill (IL. Rt, 2802) approving a general 
increase in fourth-class postage rates 
amounting to $15,900,000 a year. This 
increase in rates will not apply to cata- 
logues, books and similar printed mat- 
ter, as these items are being dealt with 
under separate legislation. 

Representative Flannagan, chairman 
of the House Agriculture Committee, 
introduced a third school lunch pro- 
gram bill on Tuesday. This bill (H. R. 
3870) would reduce by half the fund 
established for the programs, include 
non-profit private schools, and provide 
machinery by which the burden of 
program would be shifted gradually to 
the States. 


Tomato Varieties for Indiana 


Sixteen varieties of canning tomatoes 
and new hybrids were tested for yield 
and studied for other characteristics at 
the Purdue Agricultural Experiment 
Station in 1942. The results show that 
none of the varieties yielded more or 
better quality fruits than the Indiana 
Baltimore, but the varieties Pan Amer- 
ica, Illinois Pride, Asgrow Cardinal 
and Harris Early Stone produced sig- 
nificantly lower yields under the condi- 
tion of the experiment. 

The Riverside variety produced fruits 
with hard whitish colored walls that 
ripened unevenly and that had an un- 
usually large number of deep radial 
cracks. The fruit was of such poor 
color that the variety is considered of 
little or no value as a canning tomato 
under Indiana conditions, 

Sight early varieties were studied 
and compared with the Indiana Balti- 
more in an effort to get information 
that might aid in the selection of varie- 
ties suitable for the northern part of 
the State. The data from this first 
year's study indicate that there are 
very small, if any, differences in the 
amount of fruit harvested at the first 


picking between the early and main 
crop varieties. However, the peak of 
the crop came a week to 10 days earlier 
with the early varieties than it did 
with the main crop varieties. 

Early Baltimore, Summerset, Prit- 
chard and Wilt Resistant John Baer 
appear to be promising varieties for use 
in the northern part of the State. 


WPB Stops V-1 Box Manufacture 


Manufacture of V-1 boxes has been 
discontinued to conserve the critical 
supply of containerboard since it has 
been found that the V-2 type of fiber 
shipping container has proved adequate, 
the War Production Board has ro- 
ported, The action was taken through 
the issuance of Direction 7 to Conserva- 
tion Order M-200, effective May 23. The 
manufacture and use of “sleeves” also 
has been prohibited when the boxes are 
used to pack dried whole eggs packed in 
No. 10 cans and cocoa packed in 5- 
pound cans, 

The manufacture of sleeves for use 
with V-boxes in packaging canned fruits 
and vegetables to fill orders actually on 
the companies’ books may be carried 
on until 50 per cent of the orders on 
hand on May 23 are filled, officials ex- 
plained, if the boxes are required for 
canned string beans, spinach or aspara- 
gus. However, no more than 30 per 
cent of the number of sleeves called 
for by orders on hand May 23 for other 
canned fruit and vegetable boxes may 
be made, Orders for sleeves after May 
23 must include the user's statement 
that the percentage number of sleeves 
he has on hand and on order does not 
exceed 50 per cent and 30 per cent, re- 
spectively, of the number of V-boxes on 
hand and on order. 


WSA to Sell Fishing Vessels 


Bids will be opened June 25 by the 
War Shipping Administration on a num- 
ber of fishing vessels and cannery ten- 
ders which were requisitioned at the 
beginning of the war and are now de- 
eln rod surplus by the armed forces, 

The vessels, names, and their loca- 
tions follow: fishing draggers, Whaling 
City, Rio Douro, at Little Creek, Va.; 
cannery tender, Buddy, Seattle; purse 
seiners, Kay-O, Majestic, Three Star, 
at Bellvue, Washington. 


Ickes Signs Pilchard Order 


The pilchard fishery control order 
was signed Wednesday by Secretary of 
the Interior Ickes. Principal changes 
included the extension of the provisions 
of the order to mackerel and to smaller 
fishing vessels, those under twenty tons. 
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